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A land which I can regard only as "the house of
bondage and the grave of freedom." But God forgive
me for having envied my master his fair prospects at
this time.

After the sale of the plantation, Capt. Helm was in
possession of quite a large sum of money, and having
never paid much attention to his pecuniary interests,
he acted as if there could be no end of it He realized
about forty thousand dollars from the sale of his estate
in Virginia, which would have been a pretty sum in
the hands, of a man who had been accustomed to look
after his own interests; but under the management of
one who had all his life lived and prospered on the
unrequited toil of slaves, it was of little account. He
bought largely of every thing he thought necessary
for himself or the comfort of his family, for which he
always paid the most extravagant prices. The Captain
was not as well qualified to take care of himself and
family as some of his slaves were; but he thought
differently, and so the preparations for leaving the old
plantation for a home in the wilds of New York,
went on under his direction, and at last we bade a
final adieu to our friends and all we held dear in the
State of Virginia. life's sweetest memories are all embit-
